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Crovernment of India
National Commission Tor Scheduied Tribes

&Y oo, LekMNavakBhawan,
Khan Markei, MNew Dielhi
Diated:- O7.01 2019,
Ta
Shyla Tirus,
Crirector {C& LD,
Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
August Kranti Bhawan,
Bhikaji Cama Place,
Mew Dlelhi -4 100G,

Suhject:-Graniing of Scheduled Tribes statns 1o six communities namely, Koch Rajbongshi,
Chutiya, Maran, Matak, Tai Ahom and Tea Trihes of Assam

SAadam,

[ am directed to refer to Ministry of Tribal AfTairs” fetter No.12016/2/03-C&LM- cared
05.01 2019 on the above mentioned subject and to say thar aforesaid issue was dizcussed umder
agenda Item: no. O1 in the 110" meeting of the NCST held un 07.01.2013 at 11.00 AM. under the
chairmanship of Miss Anusuiya Uikey, Vice Chairperson, NCOST. The Commission has decided to
suppart the proposal mentioned in the Drafl MNote for the Cabinet. An extract of relevant portion of
the minutes of the meeting of the Commission is enclosed.
3. it is requesied that action taken/proposed 1w be laken in the mattsr may please be
commmunicated to the eommission al the sarhest

Yoours faithiullv.

Encl:- abowve

Aszistant Director
Tel: 246458726
Copy for imlurnation:

1. P% o Chairperson, NMOST. New Delhi.
2. Asst. Director (Co-ord ), NCST, New Delhi,

Copy 10 -

| SAS (NICY for uploading on the Commission’s wekaits,
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No.1/01/2019-Coord.
Government of India
Mational Commission for Scheduled Tribes
6™ Floor, 'B' Wing, Lok Nayak Bhawan,
Khan Market, New Dealhi -110003
Dated: 07® January, 2018

Shri Mand Kumar Sai, Hon'ble Chairperson

Miss Anusuiya Uikey, Hon'ble Vice-Chairperson
Shri Hari Krishna Damer, Hon'ble Member

Shri Harshadbhai Chunilal Vasava, Hon'ble Member
Smt. Maya Chintamn Ivnate, Hon'ble Member

Summary
Scheduled Tribes (NCST) held on 07.01.2019 at 11:00 AM.
SirMadam,

Record of discussions of 110" Meeting of National Commission for

|muwmmmmmwammwm11mmﬂunﬂmm
Commission for Scheduled Tribes was held on 07.01.2019 at 11:00 AM in the Conference Room of
NCST at Lok Nayak Bhawan, New Delhi. The Meeting was presided over by Miss Anusuiya Uikey,
Hon'ble Vice-Chairperson, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes. Ampydﬂnﬁumm
of discussions of meeting is enclosed for information and record.

Copy for necessary action, a copy of the Summary Record of discussions of 110" meeting of NCST is
enclosed. The action taken report in the matter may be intimated to Coord. Section by 22.01.2018.

(i)
()
(i)
{iv)
(iii)
(iv)
v}

Director (RU-11 & 1)

Deputy Secretary (RU-l & IV)

Under Secretary (Estt.)

Asgsistant Director (RU-Il & Coordination)
Assistant Director (RU-1 & OL)

Assistant Director (Admin)

Research Officer (RU-IV)

Copy for information:

e

e

Sr.PPS to Secretary, NCST

PA to Joint Secretary, NCST

Secretary, MoTA, Shastri Bhawan, New Delh..

Director/Assistant Director/Research Officer in Regional Office of NCST at
Bhopal/Bhubanashwar/Jaipur! Raipur/ RanchifShillong

NIC, NCST for uploading on the wabsite
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National Commission for Scheduled Tribes
W SeEfea St amEeT
(Minutes of the 110" Meeting held on 7.1.2019)
SREFT B w7 wEd 2019 #Y g€ 1104 0w B g

' Agenda Item Granting of Scheduled Tribe status to six communities
| No.1 namely Koch Rajbongshi, Moran, Matak, Tai Ahom and Tea
Tribes of Assam. .
|

(F.No.Cabinet Note/01/MTA/2019/RU.II)

An emergent meeting of the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes
(NCST) was held on 7* January, 2018, to discuss the proposal for granting of
Scheduled Tribe status to six communities namely Koch Rajbongshi, Chutiya,
Moran, Matak, Tai Ahom and Tea Tribes of Assam forwarded by Ministry of Tribal
Affairs vide their letter No.12026/02/2003-C&LM dated 5* January, 2019.

2. The Commission have perused the recommendation of the Office of Registrar

General of India (RGI) forwarded vide their Office Memorandum No.8/1/2019-

SS(Assam) dated 5* January, 2019. Highlights of the RGI observations are as

follows:

(i)  The proposal for inclusion of above six communities of Assam in the list of
STs was last examined by RGI in 2006. Thereafter, fresh ethnographic
Reperst on each of the proposed communities were received in the year 2014.
Thereafter, the Government of India in the Ministry of Home A fairs
constituted a Committee on 29* February, 2016 under the Chairmanship of
Special Secretary (Internal Security), MHA to suggest the modalities for
granting of ST status to the said six communities of Assam. The Committee
in its Report has recommended that the Government may consider granting in
principle approval of ST status to the above six communities. The RGI
suggested to Ministry of Tribal Affairs to prepare a Cabinet Note for grant of
ST status to the six communities.

o
o
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(ii)  Further, the proposal of the Assam Government forwarded by Ministry of
Tribal Affairs, has been examinced by RGI on the basis of additional
Ethnographic information on each of the six communities provided by the
State Government and recommendsastion of the Committee under the
Chairmanship of Special Secretary (Internal Security), MHA, as well as the
published information given in the earlier Census Reports. The published
information substantiate that the abowve six communities have tribal origin and
still they possess tribal characteristics. The R{I has supported the proposal
for inclusion of six communities in the 5Ts of Assam.

3 The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes has also perused and took
note of the under-mentioned Reports in support of the propesal for inclusion of
communities in the list of STs of Assam: :

(i) Ethnological Status of Santals of Assam submitted to the Government of
Assam by DSr. 5.8. Pande and others. .

(ii) Report of Ethnographic Study of Matak Community prepared by Assam
Institute of Research for Tribes and Scheduled Castes.

{(iit} The Report of the Expert Commiltee constituted by the Government of Assam
on scheduling of Tai Ahom. ;

(iv) OM. No.9/3/2011-T (Pt.I) dated 4% January, 2019 of Ministry of Home
Affairs, on the implementation of decisions of Cabinet Committee on Security
(CCS) for fulfilment of various measures envisaged in the Memorandum of
Settlement 2003 and other measures related to Bodo community ifi Assam,
which specifically mentions the following:

“g  The State Government of Assam is also reguested to

undertake necessary actfion to:

(a) Determine guamtum of reservation for the six communities in
the Stare;

(b) Suggest revised quanium of reservation for OBCs in Assam.

(e} Sugcest measures for safeguarding the interests of existing
rribes in the Stute of Assam after holding eonsultation with
stalehoiders. ™

s

(+) eport dated 28.12.2018 of the Committee under the Chairmanship of

Kagretary (Intermal Securindd, Ministry of Tribal Adfalrs lor

L
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granting of ST status to 6 communities namely Koch Rajbongshi, Chuti ya,
Moran, Matak, Tai Ahom and Tea Tribes of Assam. .

6. After careful consideration, the NCST concludes that the above six
communities possess characteristics of Scheduled Tribes and qualify to be
included in the list of STs of Assam. Accordingly, the Commission supports
the proposal of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs forwarded vide letter
No.12026/02/2003-C&LM dated 5™ Janua ry, 2018.
(mﬁaﬁa%mmwmﬁmqugw?kﬁsmm anfRardt R vy
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(Hari Krishna ngmr ) (Mrs. méﬁim Ivnate)

Member Member
Nat:unwmf National Cnmmrm Wed Tribes
i m"m"“ e Sent. h‘r-?n-;lu‘
Hational Commisson for Scheduled Tribes Mamibar
- WP W/ Govi. of ingia Mm
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(Ms. AnuSuiya Uikey)
Vice Chairperson
National Commission for Scheduled Tribes
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‘_.Iﬁ % Chairperson
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Fglem AT
File no. 8/1/2019-S8 (Assam)
Government of India, Ministry of Home Affairs
OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR GENERAL, INDIA

Social Studies Division,
North Wing, First Floor, Sewa Bhawan, New Delhi-110 066

Dated: 05.01.2019

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Implementation of decisions of Cabinet Committee on Security (CCSj for
fulfillment of various measures envisaged in the Memorandum of
Settlernent 2003 and other measures related to Bodo community in Assam-
regarding.

This is with reference to your office letter No. 12016/2/2003-C&LM dated
4 Memorandum no 9/3/2011-T (Pt.-) dated 04.01.2019 seeking comments of QORGI on
the proposal for inclusion of six communities namely Koch Rajbongshi, Chutiya, Moran,
Matak, Tai Ahom and Tea Tribes in the Scheduled Tribes List of Assam. Undersigned is
directed to provide following comments of the RGI on the said Proposal.

2. The proposal for inclusion of above stated six communities was last examined In
2006. Thereafter, fresh ethnographic Report cn each of the proposed communities were
received in the year 2014. Thereafter, Government of India (Ministry of Home Affairs)
constituted a Commiittee on 29. 2. 2016 to under the Chairmanship of Special Secretary
(Internal Security), MHA to suggest the modalities for granting of Scheduled Tribe status
to the said six communmnities of Assam. The Committee in its Report has recommended
that the Government may consider granting in- principle approval of ST status to above
stated six communities, The Ministry of Tribal Affairs may, thereafter prepare a Cabinet
Note for grant of ST status to the six communities.

3. The Assam Government proposal forwarded by the MoTA has been examined on
the basis of additional Ethnographic information on each of six communities provided
by the State Govermment and recommendation of the Committee under the
Chairmanship of Special Secretary (IS), MHA as well as the published information given
in the earlier Census Reports . The published information substantiate that the above
six communities have tribal origin and still they possess tribal characteristics. The ORGI
supports the proposal for inclusion of above six communities in the STs list of Assam.
The comments of ORGI are annexed below. e
(e

! (Pratibha Kumari)
Deputy Registrar General (Social Studies)

Ms. Shyla Titus

Director {C&LM-I)

Ministry of Tribal Affairs

August Kranti Bhawan,

Bhiakji Cama Place,

New Delhi 110066.
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Comments of ORGI on the Assam Government proposal for granting
Schednled Tribe stains to six communitier anamely Koch Rajbong=hi, Chutiya,
Moran, Matalk, Tai Aloem and Tea Tribes in the State

The propesal for inclusion of above stated six communities was last examined in
the yesr 2006, Thercafter, fresh Ethnographic Report en each of the proposed
commuinitics was forwarded to ORCGI in the year 2014, Further, Government of India
(Miniatry of Home Affairs) constitnted a Committee on 29, 2. 2016 under the
Chairmanahip of Special Secretary (Intermal Security), MHA to suggest the modalities
for granting of Schieduled Tribe statas to the seid sin communities of Asssm. The
Commitfer in its Report has recommended that the Government may coneider
granting - principle approval of 8T atatus to shove stated six communities. The
Comments of ORGI on each of the six communities based on the Swste Government
Reports and the published information given in the sarlier Cepsus Reporis are here
under;

A, Hoch Rajbongshi :

According to the Ethnographic Report ‘Koch' and Rajbongshi’ are two
different terms who were intermingled with the course of time to denote a
single community name called as 'Koch Rajbongshi'. The terminoclogy ‘Koch® _
has links with the term Kachari', a listed ST in the State of Assam whereas the '
lerm "Rajbengshi’ defines roval lineage which bhas been adopted by Koches to
enhance their social status in the loeal socio-cultural matrix. They are spread |
in the districts of Goalpara, Dhubri, Kokrajhar, Bongaigaon, and Eamrup. The :
Ethnographic Report has also mentioned that Koches are a part of the vast |
Bodo group and have close ties with Hachard, (faro, Hajong, Lalung
cammunities, all are 3Ts in the Assam State. |

(i) E.T. Dalton in his book Tribal Histery of Eastern India (1872, rpt. 1978,
pp. 89- 94) has stated that for Koches the supreme deities are ‘Rishi’ and
Wdge', Ewery year during rainy season, a grand sacrifice iz made to these
deities along with the sacrifices to the sun, moon, stars, and to the Gods of
hills, woods and rivers by the whole tribe. The collect of first crops is offered to
the anceslors by calling their names. This shows the animistic characteristic of
the belief system of tribal people exclusively. Sir W.W. Hunter (A Statistical
Account of Assam, 1879, rpt. 1975, Vol I, pp. 29-30) has mentioned Koch
among the Semi-Hinduized aborigines of Assam.
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i) Sir H. H. Rizley in hia heolt Tribes aned Cusies of Sengal (1831, rpt.
1981, vel. [, pp. 431- S00) has stated thatl, lhe marriages among the Kochics
ware arranged by the professional match-makers, who also negotiate aboat the
ameunt brde- price to be paid by the bridegroom’s father. ITe further
ilhistrates that, though Kochh or Kajbansi have shown their adhesion to lhe
Hinduism but they practice their own customs as regards to the burial, food
and marriage. Aceording to the FPeople of Indic [Nativnal Heries, 1394; K B
Ringh {ed.); vol. Ill, pp. 5341~ 543}, the system of payving bride —price (bow pott)
and dowry (el pon) is a rend in this commmanity.

%] Sir W.W. Hunter in the aforesaid wolume stares that people rom Koch
commiunity living near the borders of Garo Hills spealr a distinet language of
their own, and have their own castoms end ritaals which is very mach simalar
tn Garo community. According to the abuve volume of Peopie of Indie, KEach
spealks a distinet language which belongs to the Hodo group ol the Tibeto-
Burmese family of languapes. Koch languags is influcnced by hoth Assammes:s
and Bemgali lanpuapea and they use the Assamese serint].  Sir Grierson
{Linguistic Survey of ndia, Vol. I, Part-H, p. 95) states that Kach is in fact &
Hinduized Bada mribe who Bas abandnned their ancestral religion and languags
and gradually adepted Assamese ianguage in (heir day o day life.

i) I West Bengal and Tripura Koch is listed as Scheduled Casate indicating
rheir downtrodden position in the socicty, whereas n Mephalays (Hitl acea)
they are notificd as Scheduled Tribe suggesting their tribal characteristics.
Here, it Is to be mentioned that Meghalaya was a pari of erstwhile larger Azsam
arce and it was carred ot fram it in the year 1972, Koch REajbongshi has oraits
alin tn Carn tribe and & vast Bode greup as mentioned in the published
rthnographic wolumes and Bthnegraphic Reports. They exhinir tribal
characteristicrs like presence of core culture, distdnot language, anirmistic
belicfs, and have distinet arts and crafts.

B. Tai Ahom Community:

The Ethpmegraphic Heport sent by the State government has clearlty
demarcated the tribal featiges found in the Tai Ahom community. They belang
to the Tai ethnic group, who descended to the Brahmapulra valley in Lhe early
L3t gentury. They have their own distinct language bnown as Tai/fAhom
lanpuspe which was spoken by Tst Ahom peopie aince leng tirne. Thouph the
nse of Tai/Ahom language during the cersmenies is an integral part of the rites
and ntuals porformances even now, but due to cultural assimilation with the
local Assamess people, they have adopted Assamese langusge in their dav to

2
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F. Tea Garden Tribes:

The State Government had constituted an Expert Committee for
preparing Ethnographic Reports en wvarious tribes of Tea-Gardens. An
Fthnographic Report has been prepured by the said committes based on socio-
cconomic status of each fribe; the same has been furnished by the State
Government in support of the proposal. The said committee in it justification
states that wibes working in Tea and Ex. Tea Garden have retained their tribal
characteristics which is evident from the ethnographic report. The arrival of the
ancestors of these Adivasi communities viz. Santal, Oraon, Munda, Gonds etc.
1> Assam was even prior to the arrival of Mongolians followed by the Arvans.
Therefore, they cannot be considercd as migrants arrived shortly. They have
settled for years with their own identity and formed the grear Assamese society.

dij  All the Tea Tribes are notified Schedule Tribe in the States of Bihar,
JJharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Chhmttisgarh, Odisha. They have a specific
culture and primitive trafts in their socio economie life. In Aszam they work as
wage labourers only, as they donot have land for cultivation. The Expert
Committee Report suggests that they have not migrated vohintarily to Assam.
They have been brought to work as laborers in Tea Gardens by British long
back. 5tll they have retained their tribal characteristics in their socio- religious
life.

Keeping in view the facts stated above, the ORGI supports the

recommendation of the State Governmeat and the proposal for inclusion of
above six communities in the BTs list of Assam.
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Thanks.

This publication is for dissemination.



